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Did  you  have  the  prime  responsibility  for  the  contents  of 
the  final  note  delivered  by  KUHJ5U  and  NOMJRA  on  December  7 » 
Washington  time,  to  Hull? 


A.  The  note  was  written  by  the  Foreign  Office  tut  in  accordance 
with  the  views  expressed  in  the  discussions  in  the  liaison  and 
other  conferences  and  the  note  was  a  general  summary  of  those 
views.  Therefore,  the  Foreign  Office  and  I,  as  Foreign  Minister, 
cannot  take  the  responsibility.  Furthermore,  as  the  matter  was 
related  to  the  question  of  war,  the  high  ocomand  naturally  had 
to  be  consulted  and  various  matters  discussed  with  them  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  note.  Such  being  the  cose,  the  government  alone 
cannot  take  the  responsibility,  for  the  high  command  is  also 
connected  with  the  matter.  And  that  being  the  case,  even  within 
the  government,  I  alone  as  Foreign  Minister  cannot  take  sole 
responsibility  on  a  matter  of  such  supreme  or  major  importance. 

Q.  Would  you  nonw  the  individuals  who  you  wculd  consider  as  equally 
responsible  with  you  for  the  contents  of  the  note. 

A.  All  members  of  the  liaison  conference  and  even  sane  members  of 
the  Cabinet  who  were  familiar  with  this  question. 
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ft.  Did  you  say  anything  to  the  Bnperor  concerning  the  telegram 
from  KDHJSXJ  and  N01IJRA  with  respect  to  President  Roosevelt? 

A.  As  I  recall,  I  did  not  mention  that  telegram  to  the  Emperor. 

in  that  the  matter  had  previously  been  discussed  with  both  KIDO 
and  TOJO,  at  which  time  the  opinion  was  that  such  a  step  would 
not  contribute  toward  the  satisfactory  settlement  of  negotiations 
between  the  two  countries,  therefore,  the  matter  was  not  reported 
to  the  Throne. 

ft.  Don't  you  think  that  the  Einperor  was  entitled  to  know  of  such  a 
proposal? 

A.  The  Emperor  actually  was  entitled  to  ask  questions  on  any  or  all 
subjects,  but  in  so  far  as  this  particular  telegram  was  concerned 
the  general  view  within  the  government  was  that  it  was  not  of  a 
nature  that  would  contribute  to  a  settlement  and  that,  such  being 
the  case,  it  was  not  worth  putting  so  much  weight  to  and  so  it  was 
not  brought  up  to  the  Emperor. 
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Certificate  of  Stenographer: 

I,  Mildred  Rich,  hereby  certify  that  I  acted  as  steno¬ 
grapher  at  the  interrogation  set  out  herewith,  and  that 
I  transcribed  the  foregoing  questions  and  answers,  and 
that  the  transcription  is  true  and  accurate  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief 0 

fa/  Mildred  Rich _ 

Certificate  of  Interrogator:  .  ,,  ....  _ 

I,  Roy  L.  Morgan,  certify  that  on  26  March  1946  Shigenori 
TOGO  personally  gave  the  foregoing  answers  to  the  several 
questions  set  forth  herein. 


Rov  Morgan 
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